
Blurred Lines

Redesigning my junior curriculum – a journey



Who am I?

• Jan Garbutt

• HoD Technology at Hastings 
Girls’ High School

• BDES from Victoria University

• Master of  Applied Practice 
(the multiage technology 
class)

• I am a DVC specialist but I 
teach across the technologies

• I’m a maker



And now for the 
questions you never 
knew you wanted the 
answers to…



Is a hotdog a sandwich?



Do straws have two 
holes or one?



Is cereal a soup?



Since tomatoes are technically 
fruits, does that make ketchup 

jam?



https://daydreambelievers.co.uk/resources/

https://daydreambelievers.co.uk/resources/


https://drive.google.com/file/d/1fOkfJqZxiDp1rM-jtmMTr6RtBTJJrgz5/view?usp=drive_link


So why Blurred 
Lines?



HUB FOCAL AREA
The lens through which 
the junior curriculum is 

taught

The core subjects – 
learning is linked to 

the lens

Year 9 
Electives: 8 

electives 
across the year 

– 2 per term

Year 10 Electives:
2 electives – full 

year

Our junior program is run 
through a ‘hub’ system. Students 
select their hub based on their 
interest/passions. Separate to this 
we have the junior elective 
program. The technology 
curriculum features in both of 
these programs.



So the first 
part of my 
blurred 
line plan

Goals:

• Have courses that encourage 
students to see the connections

• Bring technologies together
Blur the lines between 
the ‘technologies’



What do you 
do/have in your 
classroom? What 
do you have 
available to you?

How do you blur the 
lines between the 

technology areas in 
your classroom?

What can you do with 
the things you have?

What would you LIKE 
to have available to 

you?

What can you access?



Getting hands on



So the 
second 
part of my 
blurred 
line plan

Goals:

• Connecting learning to hub 
focus

Linking the elective 
program to the hub 
focus areas 



My Plan so 
far…
it’s still a 
work in 
progress – 
and it is 
always 
evolving



How does this play 
into senior courses?

Goals:

• Students understand 
the overlaps between 
specialist areas

• Students can transfer 
common knowledge 
between areas
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